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hampered by the hostility of the Lower House
of the Canterbury Convocation, for that of
York, as usual, had little influence. William,
whether or no he were a Calvinist, was a
member of the Calvinist Church of Holland,
and entrusted a commission of his Whig
bishops with the charge of exercising his
patronage, and with the composition of the
injunctions which he issued, in Elizabethan
style, to the bishops for their instruction in
the discharge of their duties. This royal
intrusion into the spiritual domain so irritated
the Lower House of Convocation that the
government deemed it politic to suspend
the sittings. Under William, the Convoca-
tions rarely assembled.

Under Anne the Lower House was still
turbulent, and caused grave trouble to
her ministers. It had censured Burnet
in William's day; under Anne, in pursuit
of the same policy of attacking the cc Lati-
tudinarians," as the Whig leaders of the
Church were called, it made an attack on
" Occasional Conformity," which for a mo-
ment, in her last year, was successful. The
Test Act had made reception of the Holy
Communion, as an evidence of church member-
ship in candidates for office, a legal necessity.
The Presbyterians, among whom were many